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Commercial communications satellites: history 
and highlights

From Sputnik to DBS, the history of communications satellites is filled with technological 
triumphs that have unleashed an extraordinary array of commercial applications. Today, 
communication satellites are the backbone of the global information infrastructure, providing 
individuals and businesses complete access to the global marketplace of ideas and commerce. 
Developed and emerging nations alike can offer their citizens basic tools for the 21st century.
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